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portionment of the 'state public school fund' shall be 
so administered as to encourage consolidation of dis- 
tricts and the elimination of small schools or small 
districts." 

The first of these special provisions makes the fur- 
ther development of the public high schools a matter 
of administration rather than of additional legislation. 
It is a well known fact, and it is frankly acknowledged 
in the bill, that good high school instruction does cost 
more than elementary instruction, and provision is 
made to pay more for it. The second special provis- 
ion mentioned protects the high schools now in opera- 
tion by guaranteeing to them that they will get a school 
term of six months, and at present salaries, from state 
and county funds. The third special provision men- 
tioned will encourage the development of high schools 
at many points where it has not been possible in the 
past to get either pupils enough or money enough to 
support them. 

It will be readily seen that instead of having three 
separate -classes of public high schools, namely, state 
high schools, city high schools, and local high schools, 
we shall have one consolidated system of public high 
schools as an organic part of our public school system. 
The public high school law passed by the legislature 
of 1907, and amended by subsequent legislatures, will 
be automatically repealed, and the special state appro- 
priation for public high schools will be thrown into 
the 'state public school fund.' All public high schools, 
then, state, city and local, for both races, will share 
alike, under the provisions of these acts, in the state 
and county school funds. The number of high schools 
that a county may establish will not be limited as un- 
der the old law. Wherever there are pupils enough to 
justify the maintenance of high school grades, under 
such rules and regulations for the encouragement of 
high school instruction as the State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction may formulate, high school work 
may be offered, and state and county funds will be 
provided for a term of six months each year, just as 
state and county funds will be provided to operate the 
elementary grades for six months. 

Local tax funds now spent for high school instruc- 
tion may be used to lengthen the term two or three 
months beyond the six months term now required by 
the constitution and to increase the salaries of super- 
intendents, principals, and teachers beyond the salaries 
named in the salary schedule. The high schools, 
therefore, of all classes are amply protected by the 
three provisions of the two bills mentioned above, and 
the amount of money available from state and county 
funds for high school instruction will be greatly in- 
creased over what it now is. 



These bills, when enacted into law, will operate, 
therefore, to put the high school work on a substantial 
financial basis; they will harmonize and unify all our 
high school work in a more effective way than could 
ever be possible under the former plan ; and they will 
make possible the development of high schools wher- 
ever they are needed. Under these two measures, we 
may confidently expect to enter upon a new and 
greater era of public high school development in North 
Carolina. 

DEMOCRACY IN THE SCHOOL ROOM 

' I ''HE school board of Peoria, 111., have come to 
-^ realize the necessity for democracy in education. 
They have established a special school for those of 
the city's children who could not conform to the regu- 
larly established order as formulated in our school 
system. The principle which actuated this move is 
thus enunciated by William Hawley Smith in the 
Jan. 23 issue of the Journal of Education. 

For a good many years there has been much of Kai- 
serism in our schoolrooms. Our pupils have been 
compelled to study certain things, just those, and none 
others, if they stayed in school and studied at all. 
And if they could not do this (and many of them could 
not) they were dropped out, and the select few were 
kept in the favored places. But it is the business of 
education to fit all the children of all the people for 
such places in life as each one is severally capable of 
filling successfully. That is what democracy in edu- 
cation really means. Think that through ! — L. A. W. 



WANG HEADS CHINESE EDUCATIONAL MISSION 

T IN'GOH WANG, second secretary of the Chinese 
-*— ' Legation at Washington, who has just been ap- 
pointed head of the Chinese Educational Mission to 
the United States, is a graduate of the University of 
North Carolina of the class of 1912. Mr. Wang suc- 
ceeds Dr. T. C. Wong, a graduate of the University 
of Virginia, who, with his two assistants, was shot 
and killed recently in the headquarters of the mission. 
Mr. Lingoh Wang is pleasantly remembered on the 
University campus, and his alma mater is greatly 
pleased at this recognition of his services and his 
worth. — Collier Cobb. 



It is impossible to invent constitutional devices 
which will prevent the popular will from being ef- 
fective for wrong without also preventing it from be- 
ing effective for right. The only safe course to follow 
is this great American democracy is to provide for 
making the popular judgment really effective. — Theo- 
dore Roosevelt in A Charter of Democracy. 



